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indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: .on the subject. It is three years before the seedling yields leaf, but it is
fully six years before it attains maturity. The life of the plant continues for an indefinite period, provided climate
and soil are congenial to it. The land should be kept in cultivation by regular weeding, digging between the
plants, and manuring. The measure of success likely to attend the planter in this department of industry, as in
all others, depends on the care, skill, and observation devoted to the task. The yield when at maturity should be
from 900 to 1,000 pounds per acre. The fresh plucked or green leaf should amount to about four times that
weight. The young leaves and shoots are plucked by hand, and transported to the factory, where the weight
should invariably be checked. The term Flush is applied to the appearance which a field assumes when the
plants have thrown out a number of light green leaves and shoots. When these have been plucked and landed
in the factory, the first or withering process is carried out. This consists of spreading them thinly on canvas
racks, wooden floors, or trays until they are limp. The quality of the tea greatly depends on the leaf being
young, succulent, and evenly withered. The period of this process of course depends on the weather, but as a
rule the leaves picked one day, are manufactured on the next. The second process consists of rolling; this is
carried out...
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