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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: . . . the cities and towns of Texas are now about forty years old. A few of the city
systems, following the leadership of Brenham, were established during the seventies; but most of our Texas
towns trace their systems of public schools back to the early eighties. Before 1880 only the very slightest
attention was given to the study of English Literature, and much less to the newer field of American Literature.
The Official Bulletin of the State Department of Education for 1873 makes the following announcement: The
following named books were adoptedl by the Board of Education of the State of Texas, under the school act of
April 27, 1871; and among the textbooks named are Watsons Independent Readers for the first to the sixth
grades, inclusive. It would be interesting indeed to examine some of these Watsons Independent Readers, but
since they are not available, it may not be very wrong to assume that they contained selections not very
different from the McGuffey, Holmes, Appleton, or National readers, which were widely used in the United States
at the time. An investigation shows that the average proportion of American writings in these readers was
slightly more than one-third of each book; that Bulletin of the State Department of Education for 1873, p. 16.
appear in 1882 and soon had a wide circulation; but they were not used in the public schools of Texas until after
1890. Nor is there evidence that the schools were furnished yet with...
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