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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: the boy had learned something in his stay with the gipsies,
and had learned, besides, to use his tongue on occasion, as well as to hold it, with a flavour of acid humour that
bit home. The accomplishment tells at St Rule, and it tells the more, and is needed the more, by the boy who
walks the unpopular path of those who drink no whisky. But the jibe at this strange virtue, cast at Bert Edward s
head, recoiled with a sting stuck into it by the boy s ready wit, and the jibers learned that for credit s sake it was
safer to leave him alone. For a mistake is often made in deeming that whisky is first drunk because the palate
likes it. Boys drink it at first because they deem it fine. The liking comes after. It is not a natural taste, even for a
Scot-, except, perhaps, in the case of inherited craving, which is a disease. Bert Edward had seen enough in the
bothie at home to make him think the drinking of whisky not very fine, and if object-lessons further were
wanted, Pat aRogie, and on occasions his mother, supplied them. Pat Rogie went pitiful drunk, usually, and was
led to his bed like a lamb, in his boots, by Bert Edward and by his mother. But the mother herself went
quarrelsome drunk. This happened but seldom, on fast days. and so on, but then it took...
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