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The Gifford Lectures Delivered in the University of Glasgow in the Years 1910-12 Instead of adopting and
consistently following out an evolutionist point of view, a number of discordant facts of the religious
consciousness are gathered together, without any attempt being made to consider them in the light of the
stage of historical evolution in which they appear. It is therefore not surprising that anything like a system of
theology is held to be beyond our reach. The same method is also applied to the study of philosophy itself. The
speculations of Plato and Aristotle, of Descartes, Spinoza and Leibnitz, of Locke, Berkeley and Hume, of Kant
and Hegel, are ignored, and an attempt is made to begin from immediate experience - as if there were any
element of our experience that is not saturated with the thought of the past. Convinced that no fruitful results
can in this way be secured, | have endeavoured to follow with a critical eye the main current of reflection upon
religion, and especially upon Christianity, with the idea that in this way some assured result might be obtained.
It will of course be evident to anyone familiar with the subject that in the constructive part of the undertaking |
have found in Hegel, and in his English exponents, the most suggestive ideas for my purpose; but | think it well
to add that | do not accept the doctrine presented as Hegelian in the works of some English and German
exponents and critics. If the philosophy of Hegel, as Lotze holds, is simply a pan-logism; or if its fundamental
principle is...
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