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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: . . . baby in his hands; shocked at the common-place stupid answers I was forced in my
orthodoxy to make him; shocked most of all when at last, because he would not have my stupid answers, he
drove me into a corner and mercilessly held me down, and put to me a horribly plain question to which, with
the lads clear eye upon me, I could not say Yes and would not say No: and there I stood before him dumb,
dumb, dumb--disgracefully, idiotically dumb: I the primate of all England, the first ecclesiastic in the British
Isles; and he a stripling of three-and-twenty, not yet in deacons orders; and he was strong and I was weak, and
he was brave and I was a coward, and he was eloquent and I was a poor stammering shuFler--and why For no
reason on earth except that these diFiculties, perpetually evaded and never faced, have put us clergy into an
utterly false position; and by Gods grace I, for one, will get out of it before another Ordination-time comes
round. And what was the horribly plain question, if one may ask said the Archdeacon. Well, one must not ask,
replied the Archbishop, smiling; at any rate not just at present. I may probably have to answer it in public at the
Council. By that time I hope I shall have more fully made up my mind what answer to give. There must always
be difficulties, observed the Canon, consolingly....
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