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an old house near Worcester on the very highest part of the hill, which is not very high after all. It was not a
gentleman s house, nor a farmhouse, nor a cottage. Heaven knows what it had been in former years. It was
nothing at all in A. D. 1651, but a moderate sized brick building, lined with old wainscot, with broken windows
and latchless doors, and one portion of it a great deal taller than the other. There were eyes in the upper room
of the tallest part of the old house; and to them was exposed an exceedingly beautiful scene, such as is rarely
beheld, except in the vale of the Severn. Worcester, with its walls, and gates, and churches, and sunny fields,
and pleasant places round; and the wide valley studded with little knolls, and monticules covered with turf still
green, and plumed with feathery trees. It was a pleasant and a cheerful sight, - a sort of fairy scene; and indeed
the rings left by the feet of the Good People, in their merry moonlight dances, attested their frequent revels in
the meadows and under the trees. But there were other objects besides those which nature s hand had formed
that gave additional cheerfulness to the scene. On both banks of the Severn, the eyes gazing from that high
window could discern colours flaunting in the light wind, banners tossed about, and plumes, and gay dresses,
and glittering arms; so that in that part of the landscape, as a cloud or two passed over the sun, the effect was
like...
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