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MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY IN AUSTRALIA

GRIN Verlag Jul 2011, 2011. sonst. Bücher. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x1 mm. This item is printed on demand -
Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject Politics - International Politics -
Region: Other States, grade: 1, Macquarie University, language: English, abstract: When speaking about
democracy one has to be careful to distinguish between its two key areas: direct democracy and representative
democracy. Direct democracy is largely associated with self-government of the people in ancient Greece. This
Athenian democracy is something which, as population of states grew, was increasingly diFicult to sustain. In,
for example, Australia with a population of 19 million people direct self-rule which implies 'time-consuming and
unwieldy procedures', with the likely eFect of paralysing and not enhancing governmental decision-making
processes, is largely unthinkable. Hence, today in the 21st century when one speaks of democracies what is
largely meant is a representative democracy. Although remnants of direct democracy remain in aspects such
as referendums, generally voters hand over their power in regular elections to representatives to rule on their
behalf. The emergence of the internet has inspired many critics to believe that it can be the answer to
overcoming what they see as the temporary solution of representative democracies. They believe that the new
media, the internet, will lead to a future in which 'major policy decisions can be instigated, formulated, and
decided by direct democracy.' 16 pp. Englisch.
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