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Academy the Silver Coinage of Crete a Metrological Note That is
to say, the material was not excessive in amount, and much of it
was readily available. On the other hand, its proper
chronological arrangement will always be exceptionally hard to
determine. Unskilled engravers were employed in the Cretan
mints far more freely than in the mints of any other part of the
Hellenic world. Consequently, in applying the criterion of style, it
is not always possible to distinguish between degeneration,
strictly so called, and mere clumsiness in the copying of first-rate
models, such as is apparent in Plate, Fig. 2 when contrasted with
Plate, Fig. 1. The broad lines of development are, indeed, obvious
enough. It is in the handling of individual specimens that trouble
is apt to arise. Yet, for the right solution of a metrological
problem, reasonable precision of date may be hardly less vital
than reasonable precision of weight. At every step, too, progress
is more or less seriously hampered by the general limitation that
besets all inquiries into...
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