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divorcing, she treats their accounts as texts to be interpreted, as
e templates for understanding contemporary beliefs about
personal relationships. Riessman looks at the ideology of the
companionate marriage: husband and wife should be each
other s closest companion, and in marriage one should achieve
emotial intimacy and sexual fulfillment. These beliefs imply a
level of equality that rarely exists. In reality, most wives are
subordinate to their husbands, most husbands want neither
deep talk nor small talk that women want, and many husbands
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resent their wife s ties to kin and friends. To explain divorce,
women and men construct gendered visions of what marriage
should provide, and at the same time they mourn gender
divisions and blame their divorces on them. Riessman examines
the stories people tell about their marriages--the protagonists,
inciting conditions, and culminating events--and how these
narrative structures provide...
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